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stopped at my summer-house. "This morning," he de-
clared, "I have succeeded in cheering up His Majesty.
While I was reporting to him, the sky was overcast, and
the Emperor was gloomy. Suddenly Her Majesty, in a
gorgeous dressing-gown, appeared on one of the balconies.
Tour Majesty,' I said, seeing that the Emperor did not
notice her, 'look, there is the sun!* Where do you see the
sun?5 he exclaimed. 'Please turn around,' I said. He did,
noticed the Empress, and smiled. His gloorn was gone."
Both as commander and military organizer Kuropatkin
lacked creative talent and originality. He always worked
with other people's ideas and suggestions. But it must be
conceded that he possessed a great deal of assiduity and
diligence.
The beginning of the century witnessed the formation of
an unofficial force, which gradually became a highly impor-
tant factor in our Far-Eastern policy.    A certain Bezo-
brazov, a retired captain of cavalry, appeared on the stage,
He advocated the necessity of regaining our influence in
Korea by means of securing various concessions in that
country, ostensibly private, but in reality backed and di-
rected by the 'Government   Bezobrazov succeeded in win-
ning over to his side Count Vorontzov-Dashkov and Grand
Duke Alexander Mikhailovich.   These two men introduced
the captain to His Majesty.   They were in favour of annex-
ing Korea in the spider-like fashion advocated by their
protege.   The Prince was not intelligent enough to see the
consequences of such a policy, while the Grand Duke was
actuated by a weakness for all those schemes which prom-
ised to bring him to the foreground and give food to his
restlessness.
Early in 1900 Bezobrazov conceived an idea of forming
a semi-official Eastern-Asiatic industrial corporation, with
the financial participation of the Treasury, for,the purpose
pf exploiting the Korean forests. Seeing that the enter-